
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGE 42 SURVEY 

 

1970 BRITISH  

COHORT STUDY 
 

 

1970 BRITISH  

COHORT STUDY 
 

 

1970 BRITISH  

COHORT STUDY 

What will happen to the information I 

give you? 

 

The information you provide will be treated in 

strict confidence in accordance with the Data 

Protection Act, and used for statistical research 

purposes only. This means that:  

 

 Names and addresses are never included 

with the results of our research studies  

 Neither households nor individuals are 

identified in any published report  

 

When will we be coming back? 
 
We hope you will continue to be part of the 

study for many years to come. It is currently 

planned that future surveys will take place 

every four years, so the next survey is likely to 

take place in 2016 when you will be 46. 

 

 

How can I find out more about the Age 

42 Survey? 

 

If you would like more information about the 

Age 42 survey please contact TNS-BMRB: 

 

Freephone: 0800 015 0302 

Email: bcs70@tns-bmrb.co.uk 

 

For further information about BCS70 in 

general you can contact the Centre for 

Longitudinal Studies on Freephone 0500 

600 616, email bcs70@ioe.ac.uk or visit the 

study website: www.bcs70.info. 

 

Who can I contact for further advice? 
 
If you would like any advice on any of the 
issues included in the interview then the 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
(www.adviceguide.org.uk) or Supportline 
(www.supportline.org.uk or 01708 765200) 
will be able to help. 
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Why is the 1970 British Cohort Study 
(BCS70) important? 
 

BCS70 has been following the lives of over 

17,000 people, who were all born in the same 

week as you, since 1970.  
 

Now that you are 42, and entering a new 

phase of life, the information that you have 

shared with us over the years allows us to 

understand where you are now and how you 

got there. There is no other study that focuses 

on your generation, and the factors that have 

influenced your journey through life. 
 

BCS70 continues to help scientists and 

researchers understand changes in society 

and transitions which occur in people’s lives.  

At this time of recession in particular, the 

information you provide can help policymakers 

and providers of services to plan for the future 

and improve the lives of people in Britain.  
 

Findings from the study have had, and will 

continue to have, a significant impact on 

government policy and service provision 

across a whole range of spheres including 

health, education and employment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
What will the Age 42 Survey involve? 
 

The Age 42 Survey has two parts: a short paper 

questionnaire and a face-to-face interview.  
 

The paper questionnaire will be posted to you in 

advance of the interviewer’s visit. It should take 

around 20 minutes to complete. We would be 

grateful if you could fill it out before your 

interview so the interviewer can collect it when 

they visit.  

 

Some of the topics covered in the paper 

questionnaire are: 

 Leisure activities 

 Values and attitudes 

 Religion 
 

The main interview will last around an hour. 

Some of the topics that will be covered in the 

main interview are: 

 Your family situation 

 Your housing situation 

 Your employment 

 Your income 

 Your health 
 

If you live with a partner, there will be some 

questions about your partner too, so please 

check that he/she is happy for you to answer 

them.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always your participation is entirely 

voluntary and you can miss any question you 

do not want to answer.  For some questions, 

which might be more private, you will fill in the 

answers yourself on the interviewer’s laptop. 
 

What other information would we like to 
collect? 
 

We would like to collect some additional 

information about you (and your partner) from 

routine records held by the National Health 

Service (NHS), Her Majesty’s Revenue and 

Customs (HMRC) and the Department of 

Work and Pensions (DWP). We can only do 

this with your permission. The interviewer will 

provide you with more information about this. 

You do not have to give us permission to do 

this, and we will not be able to access this 

information without your permission.  
 

Who is carrying out the study? 
 

The study is run by the Centre for 

Longitudinal Studies (CLS), a research centre 

in the Institute of Education at the University 

of London. It is being funded by the 

government’s Economic and Social Research 

Council. 
 

The Age 42 survey is being carried out by 

TNS-BMRB, an independent research 

company that specialises in conducting large-

scale social surveys. 
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